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AMAL MEETS ALICE
The Story Museum and The Walk present a 
journey of hope through the streets of Oxford.

Who is Amal?
Little Amal is a young refugee girl in giant puppet 
form. Representing all displaced children, 
many separated from their families, Amal is 
travelling over 8,000km across Europe from the 
Syria Turkey border to Manchester. This epic 
journey, entitled The Walk, is presented by Good 
Chance, in collaboration with the world-famous 
Handspring Puppet Company, as a travelling 
festival of art and hope in support of refugees, 
with Artistic Direction from Amir Nizar Zuabi.

The Story Museum is proud to be the lead 
producer for The Walk in Oxford, working with 
over 24 different creative, cultural and 
community partners. 

Amal Meets Alice
Taking inspiration from Lewis 
Carroll’s Through the Looking 
Glass, the story begins when Amal 
meets Oxford’s own travelling heroine, Alice, 
also in giant puppet form in the Garden of Live 
Flowers. Amal arrives with a bag of memories 
of her home in Syria - memories that have kept 
her going on her long and arduous journey - but 
when the Red Queen enters the garden there 
is a tussle, and Amal’s memories escape out 
across the city of Oxford. Alice and Amal set out 
to find the memories and in their quest create a 
new friendship. 

The story of Amal Meets Alice 
has been specially written for 
The Story Museum by Syrian 
writer Nadine Kaadan. Working 
with a group of local Arab women 
and children - our ‘story consultants’ - Nadine 
has created a predominantly non-verbal narrative 
relying on music and dance to tell the story of 
how two girls – both travellers – form a bond and 
learn about each other’s worlds.

JOIN THE STORY
Come and join the story and welcome Amal 
to Oxford along her route through the city.

Follow the procession
Come and watch the story at any point along 
the route from point 2 (see map right). The 
procession will finish at Merton Fields in Christ 
Church Meadow with a mass participation 
dance. Timings are approximate but the 
procession will leave the Botanic Gardens at 
c13:30 and reach Christ Church Meadow at 
c14:30. The event ends at 15:00.

1. The story starts in Oxford Botanic Gardens 
when Amal meets Alice in the Garden of Live 
Flowers but loses her bag of memories in a 
tussle with the Red Queen. (Ticket holders only)

2. Outside Botanic Gardens Alice helps Amal find 
her first memory - the dress which Amal’s mother 
had made for her to wear on the first day of Eid. 

3. High Street: The smell of warm bread reminds 
Amal of the bakery where she used to meet her 
friends. 

4. High Street: Amal recalls playing football after 
school and encourages Alice to join in. 

5. Weston Library: Amal is presented with a book 
as she thinks of the stories she used to enjoy. 

6. Broad Street: The sound of singing evokes the 
lullabies that Amal’s mother used to sing to her. 

7. Cornmarket: Not all memories are happy. The 
sight of a swing on a broken tree and the noise of 
war evoke Amal’s more recent memories of home. 

8. Entry to Christ Church Meadow: Amal and 
Alice are greeted with banners and song as 
Amal’s journey through Oxford nears the end.

9. Merton Fields: Amal is reminded of home by 
strong Syrian coffee, sweetened with plenty of 
sugar and the sight of an apple tree like the one 
in her garden at home.

10. Merton Fields: To mark their new friendship, 
Alice teaches Amal to dance the Lobster 
Quadrille and Amal teaches Alice the Debke in a 
dance in which everyone is invited to join.



Amal Meets Alice is part of ‘The Walk’, produced by Good Chance, Stephen Daldry, David Lan and Tracey Seaward 
in association with Handspring Puppet Company. Presented in Oxford by The Story Museum and partners. 

Read the story of Amal Meets Alice by Nadine Kaadan online at www.storymuseum.org.uk/amal



FIND OUT MORE
THE WALK
In 2021, from the Syria Turkey 
border all the way to the UK, 
The Walk is bringing together 
celebrated artists, major cultural 
institutions, community groups 
and humanitarian organisations, 
creating one of the most innovative 
and adventurous public artworks 
ever attempted.

The Walk is a celebration of 
migration and cultural diversity that represents 
the refugee story as one of potential, success, 
respect, hospitality and kindness.

Find out more at www.walkwithamal.org

FIND OUT MORE AT:
WWW.STORYMUSEUM.ORG.UK/ALICE

PROGRAMME KEY
Book online in advance 

Book in person on the day

Charges apply

Free     Outdoors 
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‘The Walk’ Produced by Good Chance, 
Stephen Daldry, David Lan and Tracey 
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PARTNERS
Ark-T
Asylum Welcome 
Brasenose College
Bodleian Libraries
Body Politic Dance 
Dancin’ Oxford
DugOut
Iraqi Women Art and War
Museum of Oxford
Oxford Hongkongers Care 

Oxford Ramallah Friendship 
Association
Oxford University Museum of 
Natural History
Oxford Youth Dance Company
Refugee Resource
St Barnabas School
St Gregory the Great School
Tac au Tac Dance Company
The Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Museum
Trinity College

THE STORY MUSEUM
Founded in 2003, The Story Museum’s vision 
is to enrich lives, especially young lives, 
through stories. Through immersive, interactive 
exhibitions and an imaginative programme of 
performances, workshops and clubs, at a most 
unusual Museum in Pembroke Street, we provide 
people of all ages with opportunities to enjoy, 
create and learn from stories. We are committed 
to creating inclusive and accessible experiences 
for a diverse audience.

Alongside our public offer, we also run an 
extensive learning programme for schools, 
including funded opportunities for partner 
schools in areas of social and economic 
disadvantage.

The Museum also develops participatory projects 
with community partners to reach children 
and families who can benefit from engaging in 
creative activities. 

Find out more at www.storymuseum.org.uk
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Jeremy James Director
Ameneh Enayat Producer
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Smoking Apples Theatre Co Alice puppeteers and Props
Tony Mason Puppet maker and Props for Alice
Joelle Pappas Dance Director, Garden of Live Flowers
Yasmin Sidhwa Director, Mandala Theatre
Marie-Louise Flexen Choreographer, Mandala Theatre
Groovy Su Community Banner Artist
Body Politic Dance Lobster Quadrille choreography
Oxford Debkeh Debkeh choreography
Immy Howard Hat Design
Sarah Turner Eco Art & Design, Flower Crowns
Cecilia Macfarlane  Lead Choreographer, Lullaby Dance
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CREATIVE TEAM

ASYLUM WELCOME
Here in Oxfordshire, Asylum 
Welcome works with a range 
of organisations to support 
hundreds of refugee adults, 
young people and families, 
including through its youth service, youth groups 
and educational support. Just recently, over 50 
Afghan children started school in Oxfordshire 
after fleeing the crisis in their country. Little 
Amal’s visit to Oxford raises some questions: 
How do we communicate the experience of 
these children to our children? How can young 
people learn about refugees? What can they do 
to help? How we respond to refugee children like 
Amal, and how we teach our children to respond, 
helps to define who we are as a community. 

Asylum Welcome is also working with The Story 
Museum on ‘Beyond Amal’ - a professional 
development training programme providing 
employable and transferable skills to local adult 
asylum seekers.

Find out more about how Asylum Welcome and other 
local organisations are supporting refugees in Oxford 
at www.asylum-welcome.org

Mandala Theatre Cast 
Amber Lewis, Yosuf, Kamron Babb, Hannah White, Zakaria Meknas, Alexander Clovis, Fatimah 
Kposowa, Shauna Copeland, Amelia Johnson

A special thank you to all the performers, dancers, banner makers, prop makers and singers 
participating in this event.


